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DEMOCRATIU

HON. JOHN W. ELLIS,
OF ROWAN COUNTY.

B&~ See supplement this week. We give Gov.
Ellis’ Speeeh in full, with other important and interast
ing matter. The regular issue of the Journal has also
received our earnest attention; we trust both will
be found worthy that of our patrops. Circulate the
documents.

Ad Valoreui—Our Constitution and Revenue System.

Prior to the meeting of either the Democratic or Op-
position State Conventions, we paid some attention to
the agitation then existing in certain guarters, looking
to an alteration in the Constitution of the State as one
of the steps towards an important change in the basis
upon which eur revenue is raised. Gur position with
regard to this matter is not in any respect different from
what it had previously been ; we are the recipients of no
new ingpiration—we are converts to no new-fangled ideas
of mere availability. 'We simply resume the discussion
of this question at the point where we left it off a few
weeks since. We may regret that some of those who
cordially agreed with us in regarding this movement as
dangerous and impolitic during the last session of the
Legislature, bave since, at the mere beck of party lead-
ers, and in the vain hope of office, been content to eat
their own words and falsify their own votes as recorded
on the Journals of that Legislature. 'We may look with
amazement upon the spectacle of a leading and central
Opposition party organ at the seat of Government per-
forming a political summerset worthy of the most ac-
complished acrobat, but we must regard with more than
amazement the spectacle of a Gubernatorial candidate of
the same party, entering upon the coming canvass with
such a record as must create a suspicion of the sincerity
of bis present professions, or zrave doubts of his stabili-
ty and trustworthiness in eny political position he may
assume, Or any opinion ke may express.

With these gyrations and tergiversations, however,
we have now little to do, and our present olject in call-
ing atiention to them is simply that our readers may
judge of the character of the movement by which this
exciting topic was introduced, at this time, and none
other, into the arena of political discussion in our State
—was introduced precisely at the time, when, if ever,
anything calculated to disturb the existing harmony
between classes and sections in North Carolina ought
to bave been sedulously avoided. For we contend that
the time was, of all others, the most sipgularly inoppor-
tupe. It was as though a nation threatened with foreign
invasion should, instead of pustponing her internal dis-
putes and concentrating her forces, voluntarily choose
to wenken herself with intestine broils. 1t is strange too,
that this dangerovs agitation should have been made a
party issue by a class of politicians who are fond of talk-
To such conservatism the Demo-
As little does that party

ing of conservatism.
cratic party lays no claims.

= | and, from a preity general kvowledge of the diff-rent

mostly the results of a kind of labor in which white

| men do not willingly engage.
'with which to purchase the products of skilled labor,

sections of the State we can truly say that to the
industrious and enterprising white man without capital,
the chances of remunerative employment, aud of even-
tually acquiring property. are decidedly betier in. the
l.rgely slaveholding sections than in the comparatively
non-slaveholding.

We have thus shown that slave labor is not to be r.

garded merely us capital, but also s a great labor-power
required for development and production—that it is in-
timately connected with our commerce, with our curren-
cy and with our credit, and that it farnishes the means
wherewith to purchase the products of the skilled labor
of the ingenious white man. Surely, in adjusting tax-
ation, true policy, an enlightened regard for the interests
of the State, would seem to indicate that this labor-power
should rather be regarded as industry than as mere cap-
ital—that nothing should be done to drive itaway ; that
paying, as it now does, a poll tax four and a half times
higher than any other labor, might be regarded as a suf-
ficient discrimination to mark its compound character
of property as well as personal service. It should also
be borne in mind that the black poll is subject to a poor
tax—a school tax—a tax for the deaf and dumb and
insane asylums, from none of which taxes can any benefit
be derived by the negro or his owner.

The tendency of this labor is to leave this State as
well as Virginia for a more profitable field of operations
farther to the South and South-West. This single class
of emigration flourishes as no contemptible item in the
passenger receipts of our Railroads.

Recently, the attention of our farmers has been turned
in the direction of cotton—a disposition has been shown
to remain at home—reclaim our own swamps, repew our
lands exhausted by improper tillage—retain our popula-
tion and polititical power, and increase our wealth and
comfort. Is this the time which sound policy would
point out as the most fitting one to change the very fun-
damental law of the State in order to withdrew the pro-
tection, or rather, the coopstitutional guarantee agaiost
imposition upon that class of labor so necessary for the
accomplishment of the objects above referred to—objects
the attainment of which every one truly devoted to the
interests of the State must so earnestly desire.

But it is contended that all property should pay an
equal per centage upon its value for the protécli(.-n it re-
ceives from the State. Waiving, for the present, all ar-
guments founded upon Constitutional compromise, plight-
ed faith and the sanetity of contracts, we must see that
even then this argument is far from meeting the case or
sustaining the positions of the advocates of a change in
the Constitution. Its apparent equity has little extent
and less force. Of the $633,432 97, constituting the
“ Agpregate Amount of State Taxes derived from the
various Subjects of Texation in the State,” during the
fiscal year endivg 30th September 1859, every man knows
that fully $500,000 or more, was reguired to be raised

for other purposes than those of protection to persons
or property—that fully that sum was raised for the

desire to evinee its sincerity and consistency by sending
forth, as the apostle of any sach pew revelation, a gen- }

tleman whose eyes were closed to its beauties until en-
abled to discern them by the strong light cast upon them
by the resolutions of the oppesition Convention, to say
nothing of his own nomination for the dffice of Governor,

It might be suggested, and we must confess the sug-
tion would neither be very uncharitable nor devoid

rog

I'a strong appearance of reason, thut the action of the
opposition leaders had its motive in the desire to take
advantuge of sume pecuiiar circumstances apparently al-
fecting the unity ol the Democeratic party at the centre.
[t might be thought, and it & thought, that buat for the
hope held out of slipping into office through the belp of
Democratic difficulties upcen this question of a change of
the constitutional basis of taxation, the opposition lead-
ers wonld not have had their eyes opened to the beauties

purpose of paying interest upon the State debt incurred
tor the construction of works of Internal Improvement
in North Carolina. Now these works were constructed

They fureish the means

according to its value, with power to discriminate onlyi
in lavor of the native preducts of our State and the io-
dustrial pursaits of her citizers,” as the Opposition Con-
vention suddenly found out on the 22d day of February, |
after our present lurge debt bad been contracted ?  1f|
debts were to be coutracted, the knowu conditions of their
payment, if to be altered at all, ought to have been al-
tered before they haud been covtracted. To alter
th:m alterwards is bad faith—it, in realtity, impairs
the obligation of ecoutracts, aud destroys faith between
man aud man. We pat the case to our fellow-citizens
of the West—the extreme West, il you please—say the
citizens of Buncombe or Macon or Uherokee or Ashe
or Wilkes, who muy desire State assistance to forward
the construction of some work or works in which they are
interested. ‘T'his or that senator or commoner might
be willing to vote for granting the required aid, willing
to give the vote and iufluence of his county to the works
in question, willing tu pledge such county to ber quota
or proportion of the amount of taxes required ; but if,
after such aid bas been given, such quota bas been
pledged, such debt bas been iucurred, that proportion
is to be changed, sn amount pever bargained for is to
be required, there is at once au end of all confidence—
men will no longer vote, since they know not fur what
they vote, or to what burdens they commit themselves
and their copstituents. For ourselves, we are willing
to be what is called liberal ; we are willing to see the
great works already begun pusbed forward to compiction
just as soon as the means and credit of the State will
admit. We appreciate the wunts and respect the wish-
es of our western fellow-citizens, but we could not go
for any appropriations to be made under ope understand-
ing, under one copstitutional guarantee, if, belore the
debts created by these appropriations are paid, this con-
stitutional guarantee is to be destroyed. How is it
that the party most prominent in urging the State to
contruct her present deb-t, never, before doing so, discov-
erd the injustice and inequality of one of the constitu-
tional provisions which entered into the coutract and
must algo enter into the terms of payment and assist in
derermining the proportion of obligation incurred by the
parties contracting the debt ?  The fact is that that par-
ty assented to all these things, believed or aflected to be-
lieve those thiugs right, of which they now have or aflect
to bave such a holy horror. Caunotany one see through
the thing? It is a mere clap-trap,—a mere effort to get
into power, stimulated by a hope called into existence
by certain movements at the centre, already referred to.
The ad valorem thuunder, upon which the opposition

convention relied, is mere stolen thunder, pillered for a |
temporary purpose, and rattled like sheet iron at a lhva—;
ter, to make-believe. 1t will bave served its end il it ef- |
fects the election of Mr. Budger to the Senate, and gives
offices to certain buugry expectants, even at the cost of
disturbing the peace of the State aud arraying sections
and classes against each other 1o the mutual detriment
of all.

That slave property or labor is somewbat uncqually dis- |
tributed iu this State, will be apparent from a few facts, |
and a consideration of these facts will readily suggest why
it was that certain sections ol the State possessing the
greater number of negroes, together with the smaller num-
ber ot white persons, were auxious, belore going into con-
veniton for a readjustment of the balance of power, to vl-

with the view of affording to different sections of the
State avenues to market—means ol disposing ol lhcir‘
products and receivivg goods, wares, and merchandise in |'
return.  In many cases lands have been pretty Iurgtlyir
enhanced in value by the facilities aflorded by railroads,
but a little reflection will show that the «ffects of the
developement of resourees by these improvements have
been little, if at all, felt in the enhancement of the value
of negro property, and this lor an obvious reason :—The
high price of negro property depends upon causes out-
gide of the State, and with whieh movements here have
little to do. Negroes have gone up totally independent
of the causes that might operate to raise the price of
real estate, for in fact so far from apy demand in North

of ad valorem now or hereafter. We trust that Democrats
and others will understand this matter and not fall blind
dupes into this most transparent snare.

An adroit lawyer will seldom be found without some
plausible escape from such a dilemma as that in which
Mr. Pool is placed, but thereis a secret consciousness,
both on the part of the speaker and of his auditors, that
must render such special pleading as he must use, an up-
hill business. With Governor Ellis the case is different,
He will bave no new doctrines to advance—he will
gpeak his own views—views deliberately entertained and
not suddenly—almost miraculously—revealed by the
magic of a nomination.

[t may be as well, before going farther into the con-
sideration of this matter that we should devote a brief
space to an examination and statement of the position
of the Democratic party upon this subject of taxation.
It is & misapprehension or misrepresentation of that po-
rition to say that the Democratic party proposes to ap-
ply the system of a uniform ad wvalorem to every
clnsa of persons or property save and except negroes.—
The object of the Democratic party is to equalize, as far
as may be, the Jwrdens of taxation ; and all experience
has shown that no unbending rule will ever effect that
object. Necessaries are, under no wise government,
taxed as luxuries ; neither does any prudent government
fail to recognize the wisdom of that policy whigh, in
adjosting taxation, avoids, as far as possible, anything
calculated to clog the productive energies of the State,
or arrest the developement of its resources. 'We ask any
person to go upon the line of any of our roads in course
ol copstruction and see for himself what labor is em-
ployed in that construction—what labor is loudly de-
manded for our developement. We agk any man to take
a walk along our wharves and see the products arriving
there for exportation, and then enquire where these pro-

ducts came from, and by what labor they were mainly saddled with a proportion of the public debt for whichy

made ;—the naval stores, the cotton, the rice, the pea
nuis, the timber and lumber, ete., which go to make up
the six millions or more of exports from Wilmington,
and the other millions from Newbern and the North
Counties. He will find that slave labor is not merely
capital, but a great, active, productive element, sending
produce to our marts, finding cargoes for our shipping,
giving employment to our merchants and vitality to our
business communities.

In illustration of this we quote from our annual table,
the following statement of the exports of the principal
articles shipped from the port of Wilmington during the
vear ending Dee. 31st, 1859. We do not say that these
articles are exclusively slave products, but every person
who knows anything about the matter, knows to how
great an extent they are so :—

Articles. Coastwise
Bpirits Turpentine, bbls.,........... 137.740
Crude do. do.

Rosin, do.
Tar, do.
Fitch,

l":ll“!‘,

Timber,

FPea Nuts, bushel,..,, ...
Cotton, bales,
Do. Sheeting, bales,.....
Do, Yarn, do.
Do. Waste,
Do, Warp, a
Newspaper, bundles,...,
Wool, bales,.....covvveneini.. oL, .
Rice, clean, oasks,. .cicooiacaii, s,
Do, rough, bushel,
Wheat, bushel,

Let our enquiring friend go a little farther and he will
find that the drafts drawn against the shipments of these
products form that exchange which enables us to sustain
our currency and pay for the goods we get from abroad.
This is the cese also at points far west of this. En-

quire at the bank of Charlotte, or Wadesboro', or Yan-
ceyville, And these productions already referred to are

Carolina, occasioned by railroads, affecting the price of
regroes within her borders, that price has depended upon
and waited for the demand elsewhere, and indeed in no
year do we recoilect when negroes have not been carried
South on account of the higher money value there at-
tached to them. Really if negroes are to be regareded
simply as capital and not at all as an industrial power—
as property and not at all as persons, it would be diffi-
cult to see what benefit they, as property, could derive
from the expenditures made for the benefit of real estate,
since & higher market was open out of the State totally
independent of local causes at home. Not so with land—
no man could carry that off. Common sense shows that
property so easily moved as negroes does not depend upon
local causes or local improvements, as immoveable real
estate must. Even admitting the argument foundzd upon
equality of protection, it goes only one-sixth of the
way, since in fact only about onesixth of our present
taxes are rendered necessary to meet Lhe demands of pro-
tection, and in the other five-sixths, the amount raised
for local developement, negro property, simply as prop-
erty, must from its nature, have little or no concern, be-
ing nearly if not altogether beyond and above the ope-
ration of such developement.

‘We have g0 far regarded this matter merely as a ques-
tion of political economy or pecuniary interest to the
State. It has a moral as well as a political aspect.—
It is a matter not alone of constitutional compromise,
but even apart from that there are considerations of nat-
ural right involving the sanctity of contracts and the
mutuality of obligations. It would bave looked more
like fair dealing had this change in the Constitution
been broached before our present State debt bad been
contracted, or not broached until after it had been paid.
Had the straightforward course been pursued at the
proper time, the sections and interests now sought to be

they never bargained, might, perbaps have been more
cautious, and projects that could not have succeeded
without the aid of the representatives of the sections in
question might and most probably would have remained
in abeyance. 1t is a noticeable fact that the State isin
already for pretty much all the debt her people will
sanction for years, and indeed every penny of the exist-
ing or prospective obligations of the State had been in-
curred before the agitation was started for shifting a por-
tion of one party’s responsibilities for such debts and
obligations on to the shoulders of others, contrary to the
existing constitutional provision known to all at the time
of contracting the debt, and understood and recognized
by all as a part of the contract er mutual guarantee.

Without referring at all to the proceedings in the Con-
vention of 1835 which adopted the present Constitation
of the State, and submitted it to the people for ratifica-
tion, the antecedents of that Convention—the under-
standing arrived at prior to its calling, and without
which it could not have been called, satisiactorily
establish the fact that that very Convention itself was
a compromise between those sections of the State large
ly interested in slave labor and those less largely so in-
terested. 1f this fact be disputed, which we feel assured
it will be by no intelligent and candid person, the docu-
mentary evidence can be produced establishicg it be-
yond the reach of controversy or denial.

This compromise being made— understood—recogniz-
ed—known by all, how is it that the party that, from the
first gloried in claiming for itself the title of the Internal
Improvement party of North Carolina, and prided itself
upon its liberality in voting to create debts for public
improvements, never objected to the terms of that com-
promise—never found out, before going in debt, that it
was their duty to “ recommend a Convention of the peo-
ple of the State to be called on the federal basis as early
as practicable, for the purpose of so modifying the Con-
stitution that every species of property may be taxed

tain such a guarantee as would assure them that the power
§0 t0 be readjusted should not be made to bear oppres-
sively upon the cless of labor on which their prosperity |
so largely depended. ‘Thig avxiety long deferred l!n::
bolding of any Coovention for remodeling the Consti-|

tution of the State, and adwitting the West to that ;uur-}
ticipation in public afluirs to which her growing wealth |
and increasing population no doubt justiy entitled ber. |
‘I bat guarantee is contained in the provision of the Coun-|
stitution which fixes the taxable stafus ol sluves as per-
song, as poils, but makes them subject to a polltax
whih in practice amounts to lour and a half times the
amount of a similar tax coileeted from the same free
white population, while in the benefits of certain taxes,
as that lor the poor, school, lusane Asylumn and Degf
and Dumb lustitute, the slave pupulation cannot par-
ticipate. ~
Let us lovk at the distribution of sluges or slave labor.
We reler to the census of 1850 trom which we find ihat
the following counties to wit : Anson, Beaufort, Bertie,
Bluden, Brupswick, Camden, Caswell, Chowan, Craven,
Cumberland, Currituck, Duplin, Edgecomb, Franklin,
Gates, Grunville, Halifux, Hertford, Hyde, Johnson,
Joneg, Lenoir, Martin, Mecklenburgh, Nash, New
Hanover, Northsmpton, Ounslow, Person, Pitt, Rich-
mond, Robeson, Rockingbam, Sunipson, Wake, Warren,
Washington and Wayne, with a white population of
261,282, contain & slave population of 205,026, leaving
to the remaining counties a white population of 319,
209, and a slave population of 83,522, —that 13 to say
the counties enumerated contain three times as many
slaves in proportion to white population as the
other counties of the State do. It is evident, then,
that this being the manner in which a particular class
of lsbor is distributed, the burdeu of an increased
ratio of taxation upon that labor must fall un-
equally and unjustly, since such burden would be im-
posed in the proportion of three to one upon the counties
enu eraled as compared with others. [his upequal
dist ibution of this class of labor also affords on the face
ofit, the reason for the anxiety of the slaveholding sections
to have their labor protected from oppression on the
part of sections with interests, comparatively speaking,
different and with different bases of labor in certain de-
partments. Neither can it be urged that these largely
glaveholding sections do not already pay their full share
of taxes into the 1reasury of the State : the fact being,
that they come within & fraction of paying two-thirds of
all he public taxes of the State. We have examioed
the Comptroller’s report carefully—bave footed up the
| figures, and find it to be as we have stated.
. This, then, is part of the exhibit—part of the showing
presented by an examination of the position of the State
viewed with reference to the distribution of a peculiar
kind of industry. That industry we fiad to be s0 dis-
tribated that an attack upon it—au attempt to saddle it
with a new and unbargained for proportion of responsi-
bility—must fall with treble force upon some portions of
the State from what it will do ip others, and will tend
to lay fresh burdens, and collect a larger proportion of
taxes out of counties that, with not more than half the
federal populatior, already pay within a fraction of two-
thirds of the taxes of the State.

With additional taxation would come in due time, as
the basis of representation now stands, additional power
in the Senate, in which body the comparatively non-
slaveholding counties would have but a feeble represen-
tation. What f{ollows? What must be epparent to
any one as the natural and inevitable consequence of the
success of the present agitation for a Convention to re-
vise the Constitution and make the proposed change in
the basis of taxation? Why this. A demand for a
change in the basis of representation—a substitution of
the white basis for the present mixed one resting upon
taxntion and federal numbers. Then, indeed will the
East find berself called upon to pay a largely enhanced
proportion of the State taxes at the same time that she
will in effect be required to give up all control over the
appropriation or expenditure of the sums to which her
means have been made so largely to contribute. Then,
indeed, will sections now paying a large proportion of
the revenues of the State find their industry deprived of
constitutional guarantees and themselves of the politi-
cal power necessary for the assertion and protection
of their rights in the Legislature.

The Opposition dectors differ about the meaning of
the new Latin-labelled nostrum from their political dis-

pensatory. Speaking of ad valorem, tie Raleigh Regis-

ter says—“ We shall soon have a system of equal and

just taxation upon all kinds of property, and the towns|

of Wilmington, Newbern and Morebead City offer fine
fields for the profitable employment of mercantile capi-
wl” The Fayetteville Observer plainly taks the
ground that ed valorem mean taxing negroes, or rather
so amending the Constitution as to be enabled to impose
Leavier taxes «n that cluss of persons or properly.—
However, if the ery for perfeet equality of taxation be
auything but a humbug, its application is general, and
applies to every species of property, as the Register
elaims that it dous ; and it will thus, under the specious
pretext of equal taxstion, cause the actual burdens of
such taxation to fall where they will be felt most un-
equally and oppressively. The negro owner simply as a
capitalist, can be but little affected, for if be hires out
bis negroes, he will be sure to muke the bhirer pay the
tuxes, whatever they may be. In that way the capitalis.
will not be the mun to suffer. He can take them ount of the
Stateaud sell them bigher in Mississippi or Alabama ; bat
the true burden wil! fall upon the farmer who desires to
uwse such labor in the improvement and cultivation ol
the soil, or the contractor who hires such force to build
our railroads, or the mechanic, or other man of mod Tate
means who requires the labor of at least one servant in
his tamily. It will cause these burdens to fall upon the
now untaxed live stock aod “ plunder " of the mountain
farmer, who has little money wherewith to meet the de-
mands ol the tax-gatberer ; and might we not add, many
hard-working men in the Kast too—farmers of linited

Eleven Years.

Our paper this week being dated ou the 29th March,
reminds us that ou that day eleven years ago, the pres-
ent firm of Fulton & Price assumed control of the
Jovrnal newspaper, and the other business connected
with the office.

That in those long years we may not have committed
errors and been guilty of oversights, would be far too
much for us to believe or hope. W e are deeply conscious
of our own shortcomings, and as deeply grateful for that
kinduess, which, spite of sach short-coniings, has been
uniformly extended to us, and under which our business
has grown to four-fold the extent it had in 1849.

Without arrogating too much to ourselves, we may
be permitted to claim the position of pioneers in many
of the movements which have tended to elevate the char-
acter of the press in North Carolina. The oldest of the
Daily papers in the State, the Journal can mark with
pleasure the prosperity of the many others which have
since been started. Without boasting of sur paper or
circulation, we feel conscious that the Journal has held
"ts own, and we can rejoice in its growing circulation
and influence without the slightest feeling of jealousy to-
wards others.

The pioneers also of telegraphic news, we are pleased
to see that a more general spirit of enterprise has taken
possession of the press of the State—that it occnpies a
better and more independent position than at any former

period. We bave marked the great improvement

means, whose whole capital upon which to depend for | which our State papers bave exhibited of late years, and
the support and education of their families is their own | buve derived plensure from the reflection that we may

exertious in the management of some live stock, ete.,
now Iree.

To respeet the compromises of the Constitution, found-
ed alike upon sound policy and patriotic agreement—
to maintain the plighted faith of the State and the obli-
gation of coutructs between its different parts and ioter-
ests—to retain within the State labor so necessary for
the development of her resources, the improvement of
her lands, the credit of ler currency, and the progress ol
ber commerce—to bring the burdens of tuxation to bear
equally, not by auy iron rule. but by un intcligent re-
gurd to the interest aud the circumstances of the State
aud ber people, these, and not any clap-trap issues, form
the objects of the Democratie party.  That the Revenue
Bill of the last Legislature is perlect or near it, we do
not not pretend ; as we remarked on a former occasion,
the tax on salarics and fees requires change—it requires
to be done away with, so far as wages and incomes uo-
der a eertain amouut are cuncerped, and, ingeed, the
whole might well be spured.  Bat if, instead of pulling
together for practical reforms, the different sections of
the State and the different interests of ber people are to
be arrayed agaiust cach otber, we may bid larewell to
any beneficial legislation for long years.

Our mercantile community ought to recollect
that the ad valoremites in their platform stick in
a proviso which will eénable them to discrimivate
in favour of the pative products of the State aud
industrial pursuits ol ber citiz us— cenvenient and plau-
sible words of patriotic souud, but which mean o lact
that under the guise of thisdiscrimination, goods brought
into our seaboard and other towns from outside of the
State may be discriminated against Lo any extent, and
thus the merchant tax instead of being iess, as some are
fooled into thinkiog, would actually be greater.  I'his
idea of discrimnation bas Kicked up the biggest sort of

a fuss in Virginia, and threatess w drive off hee mer- |

chants to Baltumore and elsewhere.

But we have ulready fur exceeded ovur accustomed
length, and no doubt exhausted the patience of our read-
ers.  We will hercalter review the positious ol the East-
ern and Western counties m regard to popuiation, land,
taxes, ete., lor we bave all the matersais, and will pro-

duce the figures duly tabalated.

The Charleston Convention,

Prior to 1832 the muchivery of Congressional caucus-
scs] was that mainly resorted to for bringing torward
Presidential candidates. 1o 1824 that bad been proved
powerless to coneentrate the votes of the Demoeratie
party, and the result was something like what might be
called & serub-race, und the throwing ol the election
into the House, none of the candidates baving received a
majority ol the votes of the dlectoral colieges.

Of the criminations and recrimivations to which that
election gave rise, it is not our vbject now o speak.—
All know that John Q. Adaws was chosen by the House
though far from being elected by the people. 1o 1828
the party turned instinctively to Gen. Jackson aud
it required no formul vomivation to mark him out as
the ceutral figure around which the party should rally—
the leader under whose banper they shonld march to
victory. Still less was any nomivation required in
1832 ®since there were no opposing claims, and Gen.
Jackson bad the track by acclamation. The question
was in regard to the Vice Presidency, and to decide
that question a pational Democratic Convention was
held in Baltimore, over which body Hon. Wm. R. King,
a native of Sampson county, presided. T'hat assemblage
marked the transition frowmn the caucus to the Conven-
tion system, and it adopted the two-thirds raule—a rule
which has prevailed in every Democratic Convention
since, with a single exception, that which re-pominated
Martio Van Burenin 1840. No Democratic candidate
for the Presidency, nominated under the two-thirds rule,
bas ever been defeated by the opposition. The treach-
ery of Martin Van Baren, and not the strength of the
Whigs, defeated Gen. Cass.

Important and exciting as each of the seven Conven-
tions already held may bave been, and no doubt were,
that about to assemble at Charleston draws to itsell an
interest greater in amount, and fur more absorbing in
character, than that attaching to any other merely poli-
tical body which bas ever assembled in the United States.
To say that for months past the Democratic National
Couvention, even in prospect, has divided public atten-
tion with the Congress of the United States now in session,
would be saying too little, rather than too much. The
opinions, views and preferences of delegates to Charles-
ton, have been subjected to the most rigid scrutiny,
though not always stated with a full knowledge of the
facts or a very careful regard to accuracy. We have
been a good deal amuscd with the perfectly contradie-
tery statements put forth in reference to the delegation
from North Carolina.

Now that delegation, at least the eighteen members
already chosen, is unpledged and uninstructed®nd there-
fore free to act in such manner as may appear to it
best, in view of all the facts of the case. North Caro-
lina can support any good man fairly nominated upon
an acceptable platform, and she can and will labor in
favour of such nomination.

I'bere are two many, too grave and too important
national interests dependent upon the action of the
Democratic Conventior, tn allow that action to be made
subservient to the promotion of any merely personal am-
bition, or the advancem=nt of any particular man or set
of men, and wedo trust that while delezates as men,
may and perhaps must have their personal preferences,
the representatives of all the Status in Convention will
agree to regard such preferenees as sccondary to the
greater interests of the party, the maintainance of its
principles and the success of its measures.

Sevesta Disrricr.—The Democratic Convention for
the Tth district, was held at Charlotée on the 20th.—
Wm. Lander, Esq., of Lincoln, and John Walker, Esq.,
of Mecklenburg, were elected delegates to the Charles-
ton Convention ; David Scheock, Esq., of Gaston, and
H. B Hammond, Esq., of Anson, their alternates,—

Junivs A. Fox, Esq., of Mecklenburg, was chosen Elec
tor. -

Bulwer has eaid that “ death often changes i
into love.” Certainly it does. We may havemg-
pathy to swine, and yet love pork and sausages.

| have had some influence, however little, in giving an

impetus to this improvement.

For ourselves we are happy to say that our prospects
are more encouraging than ever. Qur subscription,
both daily and weekly is larger than at any former time,
and is growing more rapidly. So also is the general
business of our coffice, and we are better prepared to
meet the requirements of our customers. We have
erected on Princess Street, between Front and Second,
a building designed and fitted up expressly for our busi-
ness, and certainly inferior to nooe in the Southern
States. Our machinery and materials are in perfect
order and «fficiency, and we bave just received an invoice
of a large amount of new types now on their way. We
are determined 10 Lave an establishment perfect in every
respect.

The basement of our building is occupied by Mr.
P. Heinsberger, book-binder, by whom ruling, binding,
&c., are done promptly. The great public conv nience
of baving a bindery bere, first induced us to bring out
the pecessary materia s, and to employ Mr. Heipsber-
ger. Subscquently we dispesed of the bindery to Mr.
H. who carries it on himself, doing his work well and
promptly and deserving patronage and encouragement.

The first door on the West of the principal story,
Journal Building, lcads up to the Journal printing office,
and business and editorial rooms. The office next East
of the entrance to the Journal office is occupied by Dr.
A. Small, Dentist, who has fitted it up with cvery ne-
cessary convenience for the practice of his profession.—
Dr. Small iz a gradueate ol the Dental College, Balti.
more.

The centie ofice is occupied by our clever young
friend, T'. W. Brown, Jr., Esq., Attorney at Law—that
on the East, by H. L. Holmes, Esq., one of our oldest
and most respected lawyers.

Thus we have law, dentistry, book-bindery, printing
and pewspaper business all in one building.

In eleven more years, who knows what may not have

| happened.

Duplin Superlor Court,

The spring term of the Superior Court for Daplin
county 12 held this week at Kenansville, His Honor
Judge Heward, presiding.

Duplin is the first court of the cirenit, and on Mon-
day Judge Howard entered upon the discharge of his
judicial duties. Though youug in years and appearance,
the Judge presides with dignity, and pushes lorward
business with us much despatch as a due regard for the
impartial administration ol justice will permit. His
charge to the Grand Jury was lengthy and precise, as
well as able.  All with whom our Associate couversed
were favorably impressed by the new Judge, and believe
that he will make an excellent officer.  We understand
that there is no ease of public importance to come be-
fore the Court at its present term.

By the way, our Associate came across & highly re-
spectable family of four children—all boys—the oldest
being about 21, whose combined length of twenty-five
feet three inches, we think would be hard to beat. Their
respective heights are 6 feet 7 inches, 6 feet 6 inches, 6
feet 2 inches, and 6 feet. How wuch they may yet grow
is difficult to say, as even the oldest bas hardly yet got
his growth. A foot or so more may still be added to
their aggregate Leight

It is almost unnecessary to say that the Jowrnal. is
more and more sought after, the older it grows. We
thank the people of Daplin for their kind support and
flattering appreciation.

Directr rroM Porro Rico, W. I.—We notice the ar-
rival bere of the Schooner A. S. Eells, direct from Maya-
guez, Porto Rico, to Messrs. Hathaway & Co., with
154 hhds. prime and choice Porto Rico Sugar. This
is the first cargo direct from Porto Rico for years and
we trust it may be regarded as the opening or rather re-
opening of a valuable trade.

A TrEAT IN STORE— Messrs. Bissett & Birchett,
of this city, the contractors for the branch of th eWil-
mington Railroad to Tarborc’, and all of their employees,
have a rich treat in store, we learn, from the citizen of
Tarboro’ on the 4th of July next. It is expected that
the branch will be completed by that time, and on that
day the one bundredth anniversary of the town of Tarboro’
will transpire. 1t will be a glorious day for the thrifty
and energetic population of that growing little boro’,
and one whick is worthy of all honor, as well in view of
its distinct eveants as in the double significancy it will
bear to the citizens, as both a local and a national hol-
iday. The above named gentlemen and their employees,
we are told, will be invited to a grand barbecue, furnished
by the citizens, aud in the richest and most liberal man-
ner. The ovation will reflect credit upon the citizens
of Tarboro’, and will doubtless be long and justly remem-
bered from the associations and reminiscences it will
kindle in the hearts of its participants.

etersburg Express.

A slave boy named Barras was arrested in New Or-
leans on the 28th ult., charged with baving disposed of
$3,000 of bis master’s money without authority. The
master, who was an old Frenchman, refused to allow the
boy to be flogged, claiming that he was “ too smart,”

and that be bad dove his business for him for thirty
years.

Goop ArroiNTMENT.—We learn from the Hi ’
Recorder that Thos. Rauffin, jr., Esq., the Solicliut:)l:o?gr
the Fourth Judicial Uircuit, having resigned bhis office
in cousequence of ill health, Jndge Bailey has appointed
Thos. Settle, Esq., of Rockingham, to §ill the vacancy.
5 tI\l'[o hetter appoin;ment could have been made. Mr.

ettle is one ol the few young men o i
e e young f the age who merits

We learn also, that a Special Term of the Court, for
one week, was ordered to be held for Orange, to com-
mence on the second Monday in June next, for the trial
of cases on the civil docket.— Raleigh Press.

Buriep Avrive—Within a few months past, says the
Albany (N. Y.) Knickerbocker, necessity bas. deman-
ded that the German Lutberan Barial Ground, on the
Bowery, should be stripped of its sacred rites as a se-
Fn!chre of the dead, and improved with dwellings for the
iving. Last week, while engaged n removing the col-
fins, the men came across ope containiing the body of a
man named Wertz, who died and was baried scme eigh-
teen months since.  From some cause or other, persons
present, whether friends of the deceased or not we can-
not say, were prompted to open the coffin. When they
did so, imagine their surprise on beholding the body face
downward, and the fingers of the man grappled in his
hair. From this it ig evident that Mr. Wertz had been
buried alive, and in his agonies of distress, on becoming
conscious of his entombment, had worked himself into
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CONGRES>,
Wasaineron, D. ., March 28, 1860,

Yesterday, the Senate discussed the bill for gy ™
crease in the pay of the Navy.

The House debated the Armory bill.

LATER FROM EUROPE.
PortrLAND, March 28th, 184,

The Steamship Bohemian arrived bere yesherday
with Liverpool telegraphic dates via Queenstown 1, lhet
15th inst.

Cotton was dull anl the lower grades had declipeg
but the market for the better grades was generally wit,.
out change.

Provisions were steady.

Consols closed at 9457 a 95.

'The latest advices report that Sardinia bad agreeg by
special treaty to cede Savoy to France.

Advices from Turin say that the Sardinian Army jeg
been ordered to be placed on a war footing.

The Moores had attacked the Spanish encampmenty
but were repulsed with great loss.

LATER FROM THE RIO GRANDE,
New Orueans, March 28th, 156,

Brownsville, Texas, dates to the 3d inst. haye beey
received here. Four companies of American troops hyg
crossed the river above Brownsville and took thirty
prisoners—supposed to be 8 portion of Cortinas’s bapq
The Americans have found an cncampment on the Mey.
ican side, where six companies were atationed at Jgg
accounts.

Explosion.
PuaiLapevpuria, March 27th, 186,

An explosion occurred in a coal mine near Hyde Py
on yesterday, killing 15 or 20 persons, and wonpdiny
many others. N

New York Markets.
New Yorg, March 28, 1860,
[At the close yesterday.]

Cotton dull. There is little enquiry and prices weak,
Flour is declining ; Wheat has a declining tendency and
is nominal. Corn is firm at 70 a 78'gc. Spirits Ty.
pentine dullat 46)5c. Rosin dull but prices unchanged,
Rice 37; a 43¢ cents per lb.

Frox WasniNeron.— Washington, March 26th—
The President was engaged with the Secretary of State
for several hours to-day on business connected with
Mexi affairs. The recent events in the Gulf ocea.
sion mich solicitude in official quarters, as it is feared
they may complicate us with foreign powers baving large
interests in that country. Nothing materially different
from the newspaper accounts reached this government,

T'he House bas been officially informed that the Presi.
dent bas signed the bill for the protection of emigrant
female passengers. .

Mr. Draper, a representative of the New Kngland
strikers, i8 to lecture bere on Thursday.

Deatu or Hos. Francis MaLLery.— Nor folk, March
26.—Hon. Francis Mallery, formerly a member of Cop-
gress Irom this district, died here this morning.

UnsrouNnep Rumor.—New York, March 26.—The
rumor that A. L. Stewart had become insane, is unfoun-
deuq.

AoQUITTAL oF CAPT. WITCHER AND OrHERS.—Lynchburg,
Va., Maych 26.—Capt. Vincent Witcher, Addison, Witcher,
J. A. dmwith, and Bamuel Swanson, tried for killing the
Messrs. Clements, in Franklin county, Va., were acquitted
on Friday last.

Meeting of the Democratic National Committee,

Wasningron, March 25.—A call has been issued to
the members of the Demoeratic National Committee, for
a meeting of that body in this city on Thursday, the 5th
of April, for * consultation on important business.”"—
The call is signed by Gen. Smalley, the chairman.

Six or eight members of the committee are already in
the city. It is understood that no change will probably
be made as to the place of holding the convention, but
it was thought important that the committee should be
called together in order to satisfy public opinion, and in
bope that the grievances complained of at Charleston

may be abated.  The clumor for a change, however, con-
tinues unabated from different sections.  T'here is some
talk among individoal delegates now here, of an informs!
cull upon the several state delegations to conmter at the
same time with the national committee on the same sub-
Ject.

Later from Callfornia, &e.

New York, March 25.—The steamer Baltie, from
Aspinwall, with California dates to the Hth arrived here
to-day. She brings $895,000 in specie. The small ship-
ment is caused by the lurge investments in the Washoe
mines. The ships Roanoke, Sabine and Relief are at
Aspinwall. A fire occarred at Sacramento on the 4th
inst. The loss $20,000. The Democratic State Con-
veption met at Oregon and elected delegates to the
Charleston Convention.

Gen. Burrias bas been elected President of Nicaragua.

The revolution in Costa Rica, in favor of Ex-Presi-
dent Mora, has been suppressed.

Peru is on the eve of war. Itis reported that President
Castilla was about to move the entire expedition against
Bolivia.

Eighty ships were loading at the Chincha Islands, and
others daily expected to arrive.

. From the New-Yorker, July 30, 1850.
AMox@ desirable articles, we may name as foremost the
want of a useful glue, easy of use, and of general and uni-
versal application to the repair of furniture, crockery,
shell-work and other serviceable and ornamental purposes.
The prime gualities of a good glue sre immediate readiness
for use at all times and reliability as a hold-fast. And this is
the article which Mr, H. C. Spalding has been so fortunate
as to introduce. In convenient bottles with a handy brush,
Spalding’'s Prepared Glue requires no day’s preparatory
softening in water ; no heating for use, and no tedious de-
lays to secure its juncticn and cohesion—being held in solu-
tion chemically, and caﬁable of being applied instantly, snd
Lo every variety of work and requirement. Spalding's Glue,
thus proves itself to be a true Household Friend, and willbe
welcomed heartily in all parts of the country. We have
given it a trial, and we have found it quick as hunger in
taking hold, and firm as death in holding fast.

Gov: Elll's Appolntments.

We are requested to give notice that Gov. Ellis will
address the people at the following times and places :

Gatesville, Gates, Tuesday, 3d of April.

Hertford, Perquimans, Thursday, 5th.

Klizabeth City, Pasquotank, Friday, 6th.

Curritack Court House, Saturday, Tth.

Edenton, Chowan, Mouday, 9th.

Plymouth, Washington, Tuesday, 10th.

Williamston, Martin, Wednesday, 11th.

Tawboro’, Edgecombe, Thursday, 12th.

Nashville, Nash, Friday, 13th.

Wilson, Wilson, Saturday, 14th.

These appointments will embrace about two weeks—as
long a period as the Governor can well be absent {rom
daties in Raleigh. Information from a private source
received in Raleigh, renders it probable that Mr. Pool
commenced the campaign this week. The Governor
has made appointments in Mr. Pool’s neighborhood, and
will no doubt be glad to meet him at the times and pls-
ces mentioned. If any changes shall be made in the
above appointments, or new ones added after consults-
tion with Mr. Pool, due notice thereof will be given.

Ral. Standard

M eLAxcHOLY OcCURRENCE.— We learn that the life-
less corpse of Dr. McNealy DuBose was found in bis
field, in Clarendon District, on Friday last. He bad
been shot by some one, whose identity, we understand,
has not been established, notwithstanding many rumoré
are abroad as to the perpetrator of the deed, A whole
load of shot, accompanied by the wadding of what was
supposed to be a gun, penetrated his breast, causiog
death, it is supposed immediately. Dr. DuBose was the
nephew and son-in-law of Mr. David St. P. DuBose, of
Clarendon District, a gentleman of high standing 80
intelligence. His death has sent the pang of sorrow and
affliction deep into the hearts of many devoted relatived
and friends. As the matter will undergo judicial inve®
tigation, and as the circumstances attendant are comp!
cated in character, we refrain from giving further par
ticulars, as they have reached us.

Sumter (8. C.) Watchman, 27th inst.

Tue CoLonep Propicar Rerursize.—We copy e
{%U?i"g paragraph from the Cincinnati Times of the

th.:

Mr. Thomas Ferris, a resident of Shelbyville, Te™"
nessee, passed through the city yesterday with a fugiti'
slave, who voluntarily accompaaied him to his old hom®
baving tasted the sweets of liberty in several Nortber?
cities for the past six months. Mr. Ferris uuexpf:d_:lf“ﬂl'l
discovered his “ chattel ” peddling apples on the railros
at Syracuse,

PostaUMOUS.—Qur Insape Contributor wants'to knO":
whether the dead letter office at Washington would o
be a good place for explorations of the Dead U




